
MAP FOR SUGGESTED “ANY TIME” LEISURELY FAMILY WALK AROUND OAKLEY WITH SOME 
QUESTIONS.  
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DIRECTIONS AND QUESTIONS FOR SUGGESTED “ANY TIME” LEISURELY FAMILY WALK AROUND 
OAKLEY.  ENJOY OUR BEAUTIFUL VILLAGE AND COUNTRYSIDE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS, 
OR SOME OF THEM IF YOU LIKE, OR JUST ENJOY THE WALK.  PLEASE NOTE THAT 
UNFORTUNATELY, DURING COVID RESTRICTIONS, GROUPS DOING THIS WALK CAN BE NO MORE 
THAN 6 PEOPLE AND THIS WALK IS NOT SUITABLE FOR PUSHCHAIRS.  PLEASE WEAR SUITABLE 
FOOTWEAR.  IF THERE HAS BEEN RAIN, MUCH OF THE ROUTE IS LIKELY TO BE MUDDY. 

DIRECTIONS ARE WRITTEN IN RED 

QUESTIONS ARE MARKED WITH A Q 

THE WALK HAS BEEN DIVIDED INTO   8 SECTIONS MARKED WITH A DIVIDING ------- 

START OUTSIDE THE METHODIST CHURCH BY THE POND.  WE THINK THIS WALK SHOULD TAKE 
YOU ABOUT AN HOUR AND A HALF BUT IT MAY TAKE A BIT LONGER IF YOU SEE LOTS THAT 
TAKES YOUR INTEREST. 

SECTION 1 

Q.1 How many ducks on the pond can you spot today?  Actually, there may not be any as since 
Covid 19, the pond has become very overgrown. 

Q.2 Look at the Weeping Willow near the Methodist Church.  Do you know what important 
modern drug comes from Weeping Willow trees? 

The active ingredient in willow bark is Salicin which is the basis of aspirin. 

Q.3 Looking across Oakley Lane to the Dental Surgery, what sits on top of the thatched roof? 

  

Cross the road (Oakley Lane) and walk down Rectory Road towards St. Leonard’s Church and try 
to keep to the pavement.  But don’t walk all the way to St. Leonard’s. 
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Q.4 See if you can spot where in former times, the Blacksmith used to live and work.  The 
name of the cottage gives you a big hint.  Why would he have held an important job in Oakley 
village? 

One thing he would have made is horse shoes. 

Q.5 You haven’t had much time to look and some houses are painted now, but can you tell 
what building materials were used to build the oldest houses in Oakley? 

   -------- 

SECTION 2 

Cross Rectory Road and look just past The Malt House which is the white house on the left of the 
road with a green front door.   

Turn immediately left up the narrow, untidy country path signed with a yellow arrow.  This is 
also across the road from where Honeysuckles used to be which is now a building site.   

Q.6 Can you spot a few butterflies or other insects amongst the stinging nettles and 
brambles?  Take care that you don’t get stung.  If you do, look for a dock leaf which is supposed 
to be an antidote. 

Walk through or beside the kissing gate.   

Q.7 Why do you think the gate is called a kissing gate? 

It allows people, not livestock, to walk through.  The term derives from the fact that the 
gate “kisses” the stops at the two extremes of its travel … and has nothing to do with 
encouraging kissing!  It’s a clever design isn’t it? 

-------- 

SECTION 3 

Keep walking just to the right of the houses.  Follow the path keeping close to the high hedge of 
trees.  Literally go round the bend. 

This stretch of the walk is quite long, about ½ km.   

Q.8 Can you see what has been planted in the field beside you on your right?  Is there 
anything?   

Q.9 Can you spot any birds?  Are they small and hedgerow hopping?  Can you see any likely 
source of food for these birds in the hedge?  What do you think is the food source for the larger 
birds?  Do you see any birds of prey?  Can you name them? 

Q.10 Do you notice any sloes still?  What might Mum and Dad add these to with some sugar and 
then leave for a while?   

Walk until you get to another hedge crossing at right angles and another kissing gate just before 
the bridge over the railway line and walk through. 

-------- 
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SECTION 4 

Go across the railway bridge.   

Q.11 What colour is the foot bridge?  Do you notice a number?  What might this number be for?  

We think this number identifies the bridge if there is an emergency. 

Walk across the long path through the field for roughly 1/3 km and head to Bulls Bushes, the 
woods in the distance. 

  

Q.12 Can you tell what crop is growing in the field? Is there anything?  If not, why?  What do 
you think the farmer will do next with this field? 

Q.13 Look into the distance.  What can you see to the left in the distance … a mobile phone 
mast … anything else?  What’s on your right? 

Walk up to Bulls Bushes.  Here, there are various signs.   

Q.14 Traditionally what’s the difference between a footpath and a bridleway?    

Note, a bridleway should allow horses to pass each other whereas a footpath only needs 
to have room for walkers.  Walkers and cyclists may use bridleways too. 

-------- 

SECTION 5 

Enter the woods just to the right, just beyond the intersection of where the field meets the 
grass.   
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Q.15 What bush made famous at Christmas time is on the right of the entrance to the wood? 

Q.16 As you walk through the woods, look around and name some trees.  Can you hear any 
birds?  Do you recognise their calls?  Can you see any of them in the trees? 

Q.17 Do you notice the Autumn colours?  Can you think back to the Spring?  What carpeted this 
copse then? 

Q.18 Are there any blackberries left now on the brambles? 

Don’t turn left at any point in the woods.  Walk past the small sunken crater on your left. 

Q.19 Let your imagination go … What do you think might have left this?  Don’t panic … we’re 
sure it is safe, but wonder if it could have been made by a World War II bomb? 

Walk on a little further and then exit the woods to the right through a tree stump and a jagged 
edged tree trunk. 

Turn sharp right on to the gravel path.  On your left you can see a large white shed.  Don’t walk 
towards it. 

Walk along this gravel path back through the woods. 

Q.20 Can you hear any trains? 

Q.21 Count how many tree stumps you pass. 
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Walk past a phone mast on your left.  Watch out for horses and cyclists.  This is a bridle path so 
what might you expect to see on this path besides other walkers?  Can you see any evidence?  
Mind where you put your feet. 

Q.22 Why were the trees felled do you think? 

Did people just want fire wood or do you think there may be other reasons such as 
diseased trees being taken down to protect other trees, or perhaps the woodland was 
just too dense with not enough nutrients in the soil to be shared around and not enough 
light coming through which was affecting the health of all the trees and other woodland 
life, so some trees had to be strategically cut down? 

At the end of the gravel path, make your way straight ahead to the footpath.  If it is too muddy, 
just cross over the narrow strip of grass on your left and walk along the wider gravel path for a 
short distance.  Watch out for cyclists and horses. 

-------- 

SECTION 6 

When you return to Bulls Bushes corner, continue straight on and cross the large field back 
towards Oakley for about 1/3 km.  This path is mostly covered in grass and is at right angles to 
the path you walked up earlier. 

  

Q.23 As you walk, think about the past.  Did you know that there used to be a small Roman 
settlement here?  So settlement has been in the Oakley area for a very long time. 

Q.24 How many telegraph poles can you count? 

Q.25 Do you think the fields you are walking through are big?  Have they always been this big 
do you think?   
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Did you know that a long time ago, the fields were much smaller but 170 years ago or so, 
there were various Acts of Parliament, known collectively as Enclosure which allowed 
farmers to consolidate and fence off their own large plots of land in contrast to having 
multiple smaller strip fields spread out and separated.  Then later, because farmers 
wanted to increase their yields, with more intensive farming, more hedgerows were 
removed to create more space. This allowed for bigger farm machinery to plough and sew 
the land and later to harvest bigger crop yields.  

Pass through two wooden posts but if the path is overgrown, then you can walk a short distance 
along the edge of the field instead. 

Join the gravel path with a large house on the right. 

Q.26 Watch out for cyclists and horses.  Have you seen any? 

  

Walk straight on to Puzzle Corner for about 1/3 km to where several pathways meet.  Look 
around you.   

Q.27 What do you see around you?  There are fields to the left where you might spot some 
rabbits.  Listen.  What can you hear? 

-------- 
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SECTION 7 

Turn sharp left down the bridleway which is clearly signed. 

Q.28 Walk a little way and look to the right.  Can you see any more rabbits in the small fields?  
Some fields might be rather overgrown so there is lots of camouflage.  If you see some, count 
how many you see. 

Q.29 Can you name any of the different trees you see? 

Q.30 Do you see any sheep in the last paddock on your right before the houses start? 

The bridleway later becomes Sainfoin Lane.  Keep walking until just before the Doctor’s Surgery 
on the left. 

Q.31 At the last house you pass on your left called Embridge, do you notice part of the 
telegraph pole covered with greenery (Clematis)?  Why do you think this is a good idea? 

It is becoming a significant habitat for wildlife.  In the Autumn it attracts bees as they 
make the most of the late flowers.  In time, as it grows, birds may start to nest there 
too. 

Q.32 Can you spot a horse chestnut tree just on the left of the Doctor’s Surgery?  What 
traditional game do children like to play with the horse chestnuts which fall in the Autumn? 

Q.33 What happens to the road as you pass the Doctor’s Surgery on the left? 

Follow the road around to the right going past Sunny Mead on the left and then Water Ridges.  
Cross the road to the pavement at this point. 

-------- 

SECTION 8 

At the T-Junction with Hill Road, turn left on to Hill Road. 

Cross the road carefully on to the pavement. You are now on the right hand side of Hill Road. 

Q.34 Walk past the cottages on the left.  Why might they be known as the Railway Cottages? 

Walk over the railway bridge.   

Q.35 Can you see or hear a train coming?  What colours are the signal lights on the track in the 
distance near another bridge? 
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Q.36 Pass a blue storage box just before a bench.  What is stored in this?  What is it used for? 

Q.37 Pass by a bench on the right.  Who is remembered here? 

Carefully cross over The Drive. 

Q.38 Look across Hill Road on the left.  Can you see the Georgian house called Mitchell’s 
Cottage?  There is a small house behind (single storey) and slightly to the right.  What do you 
think might have been here a long time ago?  There is a hint in its name. 

Head down the hill and walk past Barn Lane on your left. 

Q.39 On your right you will see a house where Scrooge would have lived had he lived in Oakley.  
Did you know that there used to be a sweet shop here in the annexe on the left? 

Now walk a little further and look to your left.  There is a row of cottages.   

Q.40 Can you see what sits on top of the door frame of Little Down Cottage? 

Keep walking and look at the old white house (one of the oldest in Oakley with part of it being 
at least 300 years old), called Hunters Moon which is across the road on the left. 

Did you know this used to be three cottages and that one of these was the original meeting 
place for the Methodist congregation before the Methodist Church by the pond was built. 

Walk down to the Methodist Church.  Well done!  You have reached the end of the walk. 

Hope you have enjoyed the walk.  Please note that there are some further suggested walks 
around Oakley devised by Oakley and Deane Parish Council.  These can be found if you’re 
interested, if you look on the internet at Oakley1.pdf - Hampshire County Council. 
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