
 
 

  

 

 



The need comes on me now 

to speak across the years 

to those who finally will live here 

after the present ruin, in the absence 

of most of my kind who by now 

are dead, or have given their minds 

to machines and become strange, 

“over-qualified” for the hard 

handwork that must be done 

to remake, so far as humans 

can remake, all that humans 

have unmade. To you, whoever 

you may be, I say: Come, 

meaning to stay. Come, 

willing to learn what this place, 

like no other, will ask of you 

and your children, if you mean 

to stay. “This land responds 

to good treatment,” I heard 

my father say time and again 

in his passion to renew, to make 

whole, what ill use had broken. 

And so to you, whose lives 

taken from the life of this place 

I cannot foretell, I say: 

Come, and treat it well. 

 “XI” by Wendell Berry  
  



MONDAY 
 

[Begin with a period of silence] 
 

PREPARATION 
 

O Lord, open our lips 
All    and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 
O God, you summon the day to dawn;  
you teach the morning to waken the earth.  

All    Great is your name, great is your love.  
For you the valleys will sing for joy,  
And your people shall praise you in every age and time. 

All    Great is your name, great is your love.  
To you the powerful shall bow down,  
the poor and the persecuted shall shout for joy.  

All    Great is your name, great is your love.  
Your love and mercy shall last forever, 
fresh as the morning and sure as the sunrise.  

All    Great is your faithfulness, O lord of love.1 
 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 
[A short period of silent prayer is held to consider what today  
will bring and to offer our day and ourselves up to God] 

 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

  
 

1 Adapted from the Iona Community. 



THE WORD OF GOD 
 

[A psalm may be said] 
 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
[The Scripture for the day is read, and may be followed by  
a reflection or a time of silence] 

 
For the Word of God in scripture, 
for the Word of God among us, 
for the Word of God within us 

All Thanks be to God.  
 

O God, who called all life into being, 

All the earth, sea and sky are yours. 
Your presence is all around us, 

All every atom is full of your energy. 

Your Spirit enlivens all who walk the earth, 
All with her we yearn for justice to be done, 

for creation to be freed from bondage, 

All for the hungry to be fed, 
for captives to be released, 

All for your kingdom of peace to come on earth.2 

 

PRAYERS 
 

[A time of open prayer for the world and its needs,  

the church and her life, and the day and its tasks] 
 
  

 
2 Neil Paynter & Helen Boothroyd. Holy Ground: Liturgies and Worship for an Engaged Spirituality 

(Glasgow: Wild Goose, 2003), p. 243. 



God of all creation  

Your eternal power is known  
through the whole flow of existence  
and in its intricacies and beauty  

your voice speaks to us of your wisdom and purpose.  
Rooted in your love and grace  
may we, with all creation, speak your glory  

from everlasting to everlasting,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 
Sounding the praise of all creation, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

Creator God, 
You gave us responsibility for the earth, 
a world of riches and delight. 

All Create in us a desire to live sustainably, 
so that those who follow after us 
may enjoy the fruits of your creation. 

 
  



Let us go in peace, to treasure and to tend  

the world God made and loves. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God.3 
 
`  

 
3 A service of morning prayer from the Church of England’s Common Worship.  



TUESDAY 
  
[Begin with a period of silence] 

 

PREPARATION 
 

O Lord, open our lips 

All and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth 

and established its boundaries? 
Lord, you can do all things; your purpose stands for ever. 
 

Where were you when the morning stars sang together 
and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 

Lord, you can do all things; your purpose stands for ever. 
 

Who shut up the sea behind doors 
when it burst forth from the womb, 

when I made the clouds its garment? 
Lord, you can do all things; your purpose stands for ever. 
 

Have you commanded the morning 

and caused the dawn to know its place? 
Lord, you can do all things; your purpose stands for ever. 
 

From whose womb does the ice come forth 

and who gives birth to the hoar-frost of heaven? 
Lord, you can do all things; your purpose stands for ever. 
 

Who has endowed the heart with wisdom, 
and given understanding to the mind? 

Lord, you can do all things; your purpose stands for ever. 
 

cf Job 38; 42.2 

 
  



The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

[A short period of silent prayer is held to consider what today  

will bring and to offer our day and ourselves up to God] 
 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 
 

Human sin disfigures the whole creation, 
which groans with eager longing for God’s redemption. 
We confess our sin in penitence and faith. 

 
Lord, you give us this good earth, 
yet we take your generous gifts for granted. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord, you give us this good earth, 

but we squander its rich resources. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord, you give us this good earth, 

but we fail to share your bounty with all of your children. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
May the Father of all mercy forgive us,  
draw us forth into life and peace,  

and make real the hope that we, and all creation,  
be released from bondage  
and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God,  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  



THE WORD OF GOD 
 

[A psalm may be said] 
 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
[The Scripture for the day is read, and may be followed by  
a reflection or a time of silence] 

 
For the Word of God in scripture, 
for the Word of God among us, 
for the Word of God within us 

All Thanks be to God.  
  

You, Christ, are the image of the unseen God, 

the firstborn of all creation. 
You created all things in heaven and on earth: 
everything visible and everything invisible, 

thrones, dominions, sovereignties, powers, 
all things were created through you and for you. 

All Lord of all creation 

we worship and adore you. 
You are the radiant light of God’s glory: 
you hold all creation together by your word of power. 

 

PRAYERS 
 

[A time of open prayer for the world and its needs,  

the church and her life, and the day and its tasks] 
 

Creator of the universe,  

watch over us and keep us in the light of your presence.  
May our praise continually blend with that of all creation,  
until we come together to the eternal joys  

which you promise in your love,  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  



Rejoicing in God’s presence here among us, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

Go in strong and growing faith.  
Trust in the tenderness of Christ  

to heal a bruised and broken world.  
All Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God.4 
 
 
  

 
4 A service of morning prayer from the Church of England’s Common Worship.  



 
  



WEDNESDAY 
  
[Begin with a period of silence] 

 

PREPARATION 
 

O Lord, open our lips 

All and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

For the morning light 

and its irresistible dawning, 
for your untameable utterances of life 
in boundless stretches of space 

and strength of the waves of the sea 
All We give you thanks, O God.  

Release in us the power of your Spirit 
All that our souls may be free 

and our spirits strong.  
Release in us the freedom of your Spirit 

All that we may be bridled by nothing but love 

that we may be bridled only by love.5 
 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

[A short period of silent prayer is held to consider what today  

will bring and to offer our day and ourselves up to God] 
 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

  
 

5 J. Philip Newell, Celtic Benediction: Morning and Night Prayer, 14. 



CONFESSION  
 
God our Creator and Healer 

All we confess that we have sinned: 

we have used creation – not cherished it, 
we have lived selfishly – not watched the balance of life 
we have been greedy – not sharing earth’s gifts, 

and our footprints have been heavy not gentle. 
Forgive us the damage that disturbs our planet. 
Grant us the grace to live  

for the world’s healing rather than our gain. 
Bless the seasons of the year,  
may they be restored to Your design. 
Amen. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

[A psalm may be said] 
 
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 

[The Scripture for the day is read, and may be followed by  
a reflection or a time of silence] 
For the Word of God in scripture, 
for the Word of God among us, 

for the Word of God within us 
All Thanks be to God.  
 

For the might of your wind on the waters 
for the swelling of the open sea 
and the rushing crested waves 

All we sound your praise, O God.  
For the strength of desire in my body 
for the sap of life that flows 

and the yearnings for birth and abundance 
All we sound your praise, O God. 



Restore me in the image of your love this day  

All that longings of my heart may be true. 
Restore me in the image of your love this day 

All that my passions for life may be full.  

 

PRAYERS 
 

[A time of open prayer for the world and its needs,  
the church and her life, and the day and its tasks] 

 

God, the giver of life,  
whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church:  
by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ  
and make us eager to do your will,  

that we may share with the whole creation  
the joys of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 

  



CONCLUSION 
 

Spirit of God,  
you established the dance of Creation;  

bring life out of death  
bring order out of chaos.  
Go in strong and growing faith.  

Trust in the tenderness of Christ  
to heal a bruised and broken world.  

All Amen. 

 
Let us bless the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God.6 
 

 
 

 
6 A service of morning prayer from the Church of England’s Common Worship.  



 



THURSDAY 
  
[Begin with a period of silence] 

 

PREPARATION 
 

O Lord, open our lips 

All and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

We praise you, living God: 

All you give strength to the earth that sustains us, 
you open your hand to feed all living things. 
 

We praise you, Lord Jesus Christ: 
All you teach us with stories of seeds and weeds and harvest, 

you call us to accept your word and bear much fruit. 
 

We praise you, Holy Spirit, fire of love: 
All you are the breath of life in every creature, 

you refresh our thirsty souls with grace. 
 

Blessed be God,  
Source of Wisdom, living Word, abiding Spirit, 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

[A short period of silent prayer is held to consider what today  
will bring and to offer our day and ourselves up to God] 

 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 



CONFESSION 
 

You delight in creation, its colour and diversity; 
yet we have misused the earth 

and plundered its resources for our own selfish ends. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

You have brought order out of chaos, 
light in darkness, good out of evil, 
but we have preferred darkness 

in words and deeds which dishonour God’s holy name. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

You have showered us with blessings, 

but we have been grudging towards others 
and lacking in generosity in word and deed. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

May God forgive us, Christ renew us, 

and the Spirit enable us to grow in love and justice and peace.  
All Amen. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

[A psalm may be said] 
 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
[The Scripture for the day is read, and may be followed by  
a reflection or a time of silence] 

 
  



Let the praises of God ring out.  

All He is the source of our life.  
Let all creation rejoice in God;  

All sing the glory of his name.  

Come and see the work of God,  
All how wonderful he is to all people.  

He turned the sea into dry land,  

All so his people went through the water on foot.  
There we rejoiced in him.  

All In his might he rules for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  
All Let the praises of God ring out. 

He is the source of our life. 
cf Psalm 66.4-8 

 

PRAYERS 
 

[A time of open prayer for the world and its needs,  
the church and her life, and the day and its tasks] 

 
Faithful Lord, 
whose steadfast love never ceases 

and whose mercies never come to an end: 
grant us the grace to trust you 
and to receive the gifts of your love, 

new every morning, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

  



Uniting our voices with the groaning cry of all creation, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

Lord, be with us this day, 
All Within us to purify us, 

Above us to draw us up, 
Beneath us to sustain us, 
Before us to lead us, 

Behind us to restrain us, 
Around us to protect us.7 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 
  

 
7 Celtic Morning Prayer, A Prayer of St Patrick.  



  

 
 
 

 

 



FRIDAY 
  
[Begin with a period of silence] 

 

PREPARATION 
 

O Lord, open our lips 

All and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

We are the people of God, the Creator, 

All created in the image of God. 
We are the people of God, the Redeemer, 

All reconciled in Jesus Christ.  

We are the people of God, the Giver of Life, 
All open to the life-giving Spirit.  

 

Praise to you, creator of heaven and earth, 
All you give us food of the earth and water of the well. 

Praise to you, Jesus Christ who walked this earth, 
All you have revealed God’s love for the world. 

Praise to you, Holy Spirit, Giver of Life, 

All you awaken our song of praise.8 
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

[A short period of silent prayer is held to consider what today  

will bring and to offer our day and ourselves up to God] 
 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

 
8 Operation Noah, Liturgy, Prayers and Blessings.  



CONFESSION 
 

God has blessed us, 
but still God’s children go hungry. 

Lord, have mercy. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

 

God has blessed us, 

but still the poor cry out for justice. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

God has blessed us, 

but still we see inequality and oppression in the earth. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

God creator of all,  
Forgive us that we may forgive one another,  
Heal us that we may be people of healing,  

And renew us that we also may be makers of peace.  
All Amen. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

[A psalm may be said] 
 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
[The Scripture for the day is read, and may be followed by  
a reflection or a time of silence] 

 
For the Word of God in scripture, 
for the Word of God among us, 

for the Word of God within us 
All Thanks be to God.  
 



We believe in God,  

All who creates all things,  
who embraces all things,  
who celebrates all things,  

who is present in every part of the fabric of creation. 
 

We believe in God  
All as the source of all life,  

who baptizes this planet with living water. 
 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  
All who is with the suffering one, the poor one,  

the malnourished one, the climate refugee,  

who loves and cares for this world  
and who suffers with it. 
 

And we believe in Jesus Christ,  

All the seed of life,  
who came to reconcile and renew this world  
and everything in it. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
All the breath of God,  

who moves with God  

and who moves among and with us today. 
 

We believe in everlasting life in God. 
All And we believe in the hope  

that one day God will put an end  

to death and all destructive forces. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS 
 

[A time of open prayer for the world and its needs,  

the church and her life, and the day and its tasks] 
 
  



Holy God, earth and air and water are your creation,  

and every living thing belongs to you. 
Have mercy on us as climate change confronts us.  
Give us the will and the courage to simplify the way we live,  

to reduce the energy we use,  
to share the resources you provide,  
and to bear the cost of change.  

Forgive our past mistakes  
and send us your Spirit 
with wisdom in present controversies  

and vision for the future to which you call us  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Longing for the healing of the world, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

Tend the earth,  

care for God’s good creation,  
and bring forth the fruits of justice for all. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. 

All Thanks be to God. 



From the creation,  

learn to admire the Lord!  

And if any of the things  

which you see exceed your comprehension,  

and you are not able to find the reason for its existence,  

then for this reason,  

glorify the Creator that the wisdom of His works  

surpasses your own understanding. 

Indeed the magnitude and beauty of creation,  

and also the very manner of it,  

display a God Who is the artificer of the universe.  

He has made the mode of this creation  

to be our best teacher, compounding all things  

in a manner that transcends the course of nature. 

 

– St John Chrysostom, On the Statutes 12:7 

 

 

Some people, in order to discover God, read books.  

But there is a great book:  

the very appearance of created things.  

Look above you! Look below you!  

Note it. Read it.  

God, whom you want to discover,  

never wrote that book with ink.  

Instead He set before your eyes  

the things that He had made.  

Can you ask for a louder voice than that?  

Why, heaven and earth shout to you:  

“God made me!” 

 

– St Augustine, City of God, Book XVI  



SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

CREATIONTIDE 
 Sept  Psalm Gospel  

 Tues 1 Ps 8 Mt 24:1-35  

 Wed 2 Ps 19 Mt 24:36-51  

 Thu 3 Ps 24 Mt 25:1-13  

 Fri 4 Ps 29 Mt 25:14-30  
 Mon 7 Ps 33 Mt 25:31-46  

 Tues 8 Ps 50 Mt 26:1-5  

 Wed 9 Ps 65 Mt 26:6-13  

 Thu 10 Ps 89:1-18 Mt 26:14-16  

 Fri 11 Ps 93 Mt 26:17-35  

 Mon 14 Ps 95 Mt 26:36-46  
 Tues 15 Ps 96 Mt 26:47-56  

 Wed 16 Ps 98 Mt 26:57-68  

 Thu 17 Ps 100 Mt 26:69-75  

 Fri 18 Ps 103 Mt 27:1-10  

 Mon 21 PS 104 Mt 27:11-27  
 Tues 22 Ps 113 Mt 27:28-31  

 Wed 23 Ps 121 Mt 27:32-44  

 Thu 24 Ps 126 Mt 27:45-56  

 Fri 25 Ps 134 Mt 27:57-61  

 Mon 28 Ps 136 Mt 27:62-66  
 Tues 29 Ps 139:1-18 Mt 28:1-10  

      

 Oct     

 Wed 30 Ps 145 Mt 28:11-15  

 Thu 1 Ps 147 Mt 28:16-20  

 Fri 2 Ps 148 Mk 1:1-8  

   
 Other Readings  

   Gen 1:1-25   

   Gen 1:26-2.3   

   Gen 9:8-17   

   Gen 2:4-7, 15-24   

   Lev 25:1-7   
   Job 28:1-11   

   Job 37:14-24   

   Job 38:1-18   

   Ezek 47:1-12   

   Acts 17:22-34   
   Rom 8:14-25   

   Col 1:15-20   

   1 Jn 1:1-4   



 

 


